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PART I 
SOCIALISM 
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INTRODUCTION 
The principles, ideals and spirit of the socialist 
movement, and its relation to life; its challenge to the 
present social order as well as its criticism of the 
Christian church, is one of the most vital questions of 
this hour. Its presence is met everywhere. It is im-
possibl~ to dodge it. 
No right thinking man can read the signs of the time 
without recognizing that there is in the heart of the 
masses evidence of an unsettled feeling, that bids fair t 
disrupt the present social structure if unheeded and un-
guided. This restlessness is the resultant of an 
"Idealism• begotten in the human heart by the Creator of 
the race through long years of experience. It was bound 
to come to life and manifest itself in the very nature of 
things. 
In a sense it is the struggle of the ages. But neve ' 
has it been so acute as at this hour, as seen by the way 
it has captured out literature. · The press is turning out 
numberless works dealing with this movement from every 
angle. It is a vital factor in our schools and institu-
tions of learning. It speaks from the editorials of the 
papers. Its voice is heard on every political platform. 
It thunders through the halls of Congress and from forum 
platforms. It speaks with unerring tones within the 
~====--~==============~ 
. I 
church herself its message of social righteousness. Yet 
it is here where its voice is stifled most often. 
This is not a blind movement governed by a mercenary 
spirit or materialistic idealism. It is the yearning of 
the soul of the masses, not for help, nor for sympathy, 
but for fair play and a chance in life. This movement is 
the urge of a divine destiny within the personalities of 
the masses expressed in terms of brotherhood. 
Like every movement of humanity there is the danger 
of one extreme or another. There is in this struggle an 
element of radicalism which knows no line of demarkation 
if only its ideas are achieved. However, it is not fair 
to brand the entire movement by a few branches of its ad-
herents, as well might the Christian Church be branded by 
the age of mysticism, or by the spirit of any of its so-
cieties or sects, however numerous or formidable they seem 
to be. Christianity is to be regarded by its spirit, its 
limitations and its ideals universally, petentially and 
intrinsically. So with the socialistic movement, we must 
be fair and regard its spirit and ideals from every human 
and moral angle. 
1. Materialistic Features. 
This leads us first to iqquire what is the true spiri 
of socialism? In answering this question it must be 
__ appr.oache :fr-oiDdllan~ =difLer.ent--=-vi,.ewpo-inta-, s- - as- ..t-o- get ~=!!=-=--
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an intelligent conception of its nature, and examine i t 
with an unbiased and enquiring mind. 
One of the surprising features of the Socialistic 
movement is that it attracts men from every walk of life. 
No other movement in history claims so many followers. 
This indicates its strength, its gigantic force and 
resourcefulness as a moral, social and spiritual factor, 
as well as a great economic influence. It is deeply 
intrenched in practically all of the nations of the world .. 
The more progressive a nation, the more practical and 
potent is its spirit. So intrenched is it in conservativ 
England tha.t it has overturned age long party governments 
and has dic&ated the policy of that mighty empire. If 
not in the government saddle, it nevertheless is a virile 
factor in shaping the policies of the British Empire. 
This reveals the vast scope of this movement, suggesting 
its universal effect on life. 
Socialism signifies primarily a movement for the 
economic deliverance of the wage earner. It is a move-
ment from slavery to freedom economically against the 
forces of c:apitalistic society. It seeks to eliminate 
conditions of labor that debase body and brain. It means 
.. . 
in the "Good" in life and less of the "Ill•. The 
strikes and boycotts of the wage earner are but varied 
expressions of this great struggle. 
"Thus the wage worker interprets Socialism 
in terms of economic gain. It is for him a 
philosophy which explains how and why others 
reap where he sows and take what he makes. 
It means to him a movement of the exploited to 
make exploitation impossible; to drive away, by 
their concerted action, the dreaded foe, Poverty, 
and to enthrone Plenty in its place. And his 
conception of Socialism is1a perfectly just one. Socialism means all that.• 
The struggle is not confined to the man who toils 
5 11 
il 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
with his hands. Ta.ke the men who lead in our institution 1 
I 
of learning. Though these have an abundant of opportuni- 1: 
I 
ties for their employment, and as a result have had an I 
abundance of good food, clothes, books, music and comfort fi 
of life, yet they experience another kind of bondage than ;j 
that which the wage worker knows. They are not free to I 
I 
teach the truth as they see it. They find that truth I 
I 
is muzzled in the halls of learning. They realize that 1 
the fountains of knowledge are poisoned at their source I 
through class interests largely controlled by ca:pi t .alism. i 
They too turn to Socialism as the only way out for free- I 
dom and equality. j 
I 
1 spargo, The Spiritual Significance of Modern Socialism, 
==-==-=~===*==~P~-=================================================4========~ 
2. SQiritual Features. 
Those whose bent in life lead them into the 
religious avenues of thought and ethical concepts of 
personality, find that the great upward urge of personal 
being is thwarted by the capitalistic regime. Brother-
hood under capitalism is impossible. Even religious 
development is hindered at every point. Life is chained 
6 
at every angle to the ledger accounts of profit and loss. 
Hence it is impossible to look for individual solution 
from social evils as life is now constituted. 
Seeing that under capitalism the ethical heart of 
religion. and faith is creating a generation of atheists 
and gnostics, the religious leaders are turning to 
socialism, and find that it holds out inspiration and 
hope for all. They claim that society is so bound up 
with the great forces of life that there can be no 
solution for any man by himself alone. To them therefore, , 
socialism ~~pears to be a great vitalizing, religious 
principle. This is quite in har.mony with the teachings 
of Jesus who said ~o man liveth to himself nor no man 
dieth to himself-. 
This inner and deeper and all propelling movement 
sociali~ is amply illustrated by the vision of the men 
who .represent it. You ask them, •do you expect to gain 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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your objective by an appeal to material interests? What 
makes you freely spend your life, what do you personally 
expect or hope to gain?" And they will invariably answer 
that they expect and look for a readjustment of the whole 
social order based upon the principles of genuine Chris-
tianity. They expect their children to inherit the 
cooperative commonwealt~. Here you have an illustration ] I
of the spiritual significance of the movement which is a 
law of Divine revelation, namely, sacrifice for others. / 
Therefore the cooperative spirit of Socialism is the mani l 
festation of a. united spirit of oneness for the universal 
human happiness. This movement then is a human struggle 
for alleviation of all restraints and principles that 
would hinder man's perfect happiness and highest develop- , 
ment. 
I 
I. DEFINITION OF SOCIALISM. 
A short definition of Socialism is that it is a 
scientific application of democratic control of socially I 
necessary industries, as well as public ownership. I 
To fully define Socialism is impossible apart from '/ 
its economic and individualistic aspects. Its main objec 
I 
I 
is to chaage the present order of class domination of 
society. -" e,s:pecially to eliminate the power of a few to 
a! 
govern and control the natural resources of production. 
This will eliminate crime, poverty, war, and all indus- I 
trial disturbances. 
As conditions are at present, the producing class 
is exploited by a smaller class of non-producers. The 
producing class do not ever receive a fair return for 
their labor and talents. All the machinery of our social 
structure is only aggravating these conditions by further 
exploitation of the producing elements, while the non-
producing class are being aided in their unhuman and un-
1
j 
Christian ill-gotten gains. This means more power for the. 
owning class. out of these conditions arise most of the 
evils that · are causing world wide discontent. 
Socialism therefore, is an expression of this unrest 
amongst the producing class in every land. This discon-
tent is not an outbreak of hatred to those individuals 
who comprise the classes, but it is a revolt against the 
system that makes for economic class distinction. The 
entire controversy is based on the fundamental need of 
a complete change in the present social order. 
1. Ideals of Socialism. 
The ideal of modern Socialism is a social state free \ 
I 
from all forms of class distinction and domination. This j 
! 
I 9 ,: 
wou~d create a political industrial democracy, in which li 
there is no economic erploitation of one class by another J
1
i 
In such a society complete opportunity for all would 
I prevail. Class antagonism could not exist, hence crime, 
vice and poverty would be eliminated. 
This does not imply that Socialism would destroy 
private ownership of consumption goods. Here is where 
Socialism differs from pure Communism. Nor does the 
Socialist ideal involve the forcible suppression of in-
I 
II 
I! 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
dividual enterprise in production. It seeks to create a I 
social condition that will eliminate exploitation by any ! 
organized groups or any individual. I 
2. Socialism as a Movement. 
One of the outstanding elements of the Socialist 
movement is that in all lands men, other than proletari-
ans, are in its ranks. These include merchants, manufac-
turers, farmers, professional men and even capitalists. I 
is that it is a ! The most vital fact of Socialism 
class movement having for its aim the emancipation of the I 
proletariat. This is quite distinctive, inasmuch as so 
many of its adherents are non-proletarians. 
"Socialism is a criticism of society which 
attributes most of the social evils ot today to 
the private or class ownership and control of 
the social forces of production and exchange, 
which enables a class of non-producers to exploit 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1~ 
the actual producers of wealth; a theory of 
social evolution according to which the rate 
and direction of social progress are determined 
by the development of the economic factors of 
production and exchange; a social forecast or 
ideal of an approaching epoch in social evolu-
tion to be distinguished by the collective owner-
ship and control of the principal agencies of 
production and exchange, the absence of economic 
exploitation and the equalization of opportunity; 
an international revolutionary movement, prin-
cipally consisting of members of the working class, 
which seeks to control all the powers of the state 
and to bring about the Socialist ideal.•l 
Socialism is also a movement for sex equality. 
~ 
I' 
., 
I 
I 
woman sees in this movement the last remnants of her 
servitude broken down. The artist sees through socialism /j 
~ 
the day beautiful, when the aesthetic in life will be a 
reality. The religious leader sees in Socialism the 
possibility of freedom of mind and soul, thus making for 
full development of personality. 
lspargo, Spiritual Significance of Modern Socialism, 
II 
!: 
I II. PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIALISM. 
1. The Aims of Socialism. I 
.I 
1: To fully convey to the outsider in a brief outline 
Jl the real spirit and ideal of Socialiam is a difficult, if ' 
i 
not impossible, task. One has to live within the ranks I 
of its followers to be able to imbibe its real spirit. 
In general Socialism aims to bring about a condition of 
society under which equal opportunity, justice, freedom, 
I 
I 
I 
brotherhood, and democracy will be the common lot of all 
mankind. In seeking these ends it differs fundamentally 
from all other movements as follows. First, abolition of 
the present capitalistic system. Second, as substitution II 
I 
for above a system of collective ownership. Third, I' 
democratic management of the socially necessary means of ll,l 
production and distribution. Fourth, the creation of a I' 
social system under which exploitation of one class by 
another will be impossible. Fifth, absolute change in 
the present wage system. Sixth, production for use and 
not for profit. Seventh, the producing class controlling 
the entire economic life of the state or nation. 
2. Socialism and Private Property. 
The above does not imply that socialists advocate 
the public ownership of private property. Homes, furni-
I 
I 
I
I 
' I' 
ture, wearing apparel and all non-productive property will 
(11) !i 
remain under private control. It is the communist, not 
the socialist, that advocates the abolution of private 
property. 
"The 1916 Socialist Party Platform in the 
United States made this position especially 
plain. It declared: 
12 
"Socialism would not abolish private property, 
but greatly extend it. We believe that every 
human being should have and own all the things 
that he can use to advantage, for the enrichment 
of his own life, without imposing disadvantage or 
burden upon any other human being. Socialism 
admits the private ownership and individual direc-
tion of all things, tools, economic processes 
and functions which are individualistic in 
character, and requires the collective ownership 
and democratic control and direction of those 
which are social and collectivistic in character.•1 
3 . EXTENT OF COLLECTIVE OWNERSHIP UNDER SOCIALISM. 
a. Socially Necessary Industries. 
Some of the more radical elements of the Socialists 
contend that all industry should be collectively owned. 
However the large majority of Socialists have a different 
conception. This majority contends that only the 
socially necessary or principle means of production shouldl 
be collectively owned and controlled. This includes I 
mining, lumbering, as well as transportation and means of 
communication. 
The aim of the Socialist is the abolition of exploi- j 
tation and the elimination of waste. This will, of necess~ty, 
1Ladler, Socialism in Thought and Action, p. 725. 'i 
• 
compel the social cont-rol of its producing elements for 
1 1 
I 
I 
the common good. If this end can be achieved without I 
social ownership, then the Socialists are not of necessit~ 
requiring social control. 
(1) Theory of Value. 
One of the chief cornerstones in the system of 
social economics is that theory of surplus value. This 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I :h::::o::t:a::rd:::::i:::c:;s~:a~:::te::n::::~::ue of i 
I 
necessary labor contained therein, that is, the amount of 1 
average human labor which is necessary for the reproduc- I 
tion of a commodity. This value is not determined by 
labor which was accidentally used in its production i! 
because of some peculiar condition under which the labore 1 
I 
I 
toiled. 
I (2) Creation of SUrplus Value. 
That great Socialist, Marx, placed human labor power . 
in the same general category as other commodities. He 11 
claimed like all other commodities, its exchange value l 
is determined by the amount of labor spent in production II 
II III under the social condition of production existing at the 
time it was purchased on the market. This means that the I 
purchasers of labor power must pay wages for all goods I I 
1: 
li 
14 r 
'I 
consumed while he was exerting his power, and in addition II 
sufficient to allow him to take care of his family and j! 
II 
I their legitimate needs. 
•The amount of labor which enters into the 
production of wages may be described as •Necessary~ 
labor, and that which he expends in addition as 
•surplus• labor. The product which results from 
the expenditure of this •necessary" labor may be 
described as "necessary• product and its value, 
•necessary" value, while the product produced in 
•surplus• labor time may be described as •surplus• 
value. In the "necessary• value is included not 
only the wages paid the workingman, but also that 
part of the capital which Marx called •constant•--
raw material, machinery charges, etc. The surplus 
which the purchaser of labor, or the capitalist, 
finds himself possessed of is thus a surplus over 
and above all his expenditures, and is a pure 
revenue or profit.•l 
( 3 ) CLASS STRUGGLE 
The question naturally rises here, what will the 
socialist do with the ruling classes, will they change 
places? Every thinking man will concede that the class 
trouble is the canker at the root of modern society. 
Under it men, women and children are tools for exploita-
tion. Schaeffle said "there is nothing more brutal than 
'I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
aristocracy in persecuting those who dispute its domina- I 
tion.• The philosophy of all class movements is summed 
up in Kipling's jungle Law:-
1Laidler, Socialism in Thought ·and Action, p.ll8. 
I 
I 
,. 
II 
II 
I 
I 
~ow this is the Law of the Jungle - as old and 
as true afi the sky; 
And the Wolf that shall keep it may prosper, but 
the Wolf that shall break it must die. 
As the creeper that girdles the tree-trunk, the 
Law runneth forward and back; 
For the strength of the Fack is the Wolf, and the 
strength of the Wolf is the Fack. 
Now these are the Laws of the Jungle, and many 
and mighty are they; 
But the head and hoof of the Law, and the haunch 
and the hump is- 'Obey'!" 
In its struggle the working class becomes keenly 
conscious of the obstacles put in its way by the great 
institutions of society, the courts, the press, or the 
church. It demands not only impartiality, but the kind 
of sympathy Which will condone its mistakes and discern 
the justice of its cause in spite of the excesses of its 
followers. 
a . E;planation of Theorl• 
Socialists claim, in their explanation of this 
15 
I 
IJ 
I 
I 
I 
theory, that society is divided 
I 
into two distinct economic ' 
classes, and by economic classes they mean a group of 
i:!.,,...., -r-,. 
individuals bound together by the similarity of their J 
particular interests in the economic system. They declare !· 
I that there are only two main classes, the producing class I 
and the capitalist, or property-income class. \ 
b. Education of Worker. I I 
~~ • •:: t:5 o:8:h~ i:::: t:f o~:h:::::o~::t:n:;4~-~~· 
r 
I 
'I ,,
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I 
:present conditions the worker is so educated as to enligh- 11 
ten his mind to his unequal opportunities. II This creates li jl 
a desire for a stuay of the ideal social era of which he II 
constantly dreams. This drives the laborer to seek, by ~~~ 
organization with hie fellows, removal of the class sySt~. 
c . outcome of the struggle. 
The struggle as now being fought has, on one side, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
the capitalist whose whole life and thought is bent toward!' 
retaining his :present advantage over industry. On the 
other hand the workers are fighting for a share in their 
i, 
own :producing :power which he believes can be obtained only! 
by social control. Each side is organized locally, 
nationally and internationally. The capitalist has the 
advantage at :present, for he dominates the government. 
However as ·we look out upon the future, one can see that 
the upward tendency of the laboring class in education, 
organization, and their ability to control :politically 
will ultimately make them master of the new day when 
class struggle will be obliterated, and industry will be 
controlled not for :private :profit, but for the social 
welfare. 
i 
I 
I 
I' 
I 
I 
i 
-I 
I 
I 
II 
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( 4 ) THE ECONOMIC INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY. 
a . Importance and Definition of Theory. 
The historic interpretation of his'tory, economically , i 
is that the economic factors in a given epoch tremendousl~~ 
I' 
exert an influence in molding the political, intellectual, j 
social and ethical features of that particular period. 11 
Especially is this true when studied from the standpoint 
of the workers' income, etc. This is not a contention 
that all of history can be explained in economic terms 
alone, but that the social consideration are the most 
vital factors in human progress economically determined. 
~The doctrine as formulated by Frederick 
Engels. in 1888, is as follows: 
"In every historical epoch the pre-
vailing mode of production and exchange, and 
the social organization necessarily following 
· from it, form the basis upon which is built up, 
and from which alone can be explained the 
political and intellectual history of that epoch; 
that consequently the whole history of mankind 
(since the dissolution of primitive tribal 
society holding land in common ownership) has 
been a history of class struggles, contests between 
exploiting and exploited, ruling and oppressed 
classes; that the history of these class struggles 
forms a series of evolution in which, now-d-days, a 
stage has been reached when the exploited and 
oppressed class - the proletariat- cannot attain 
its emancipation from the sway of the exploiting 
and ruling class--the bourgeoisie--without, at the 
same time, and once for all, emancipating society 
at large from all exploitation, oppression, class 
distinction and class struggles."! 
1Laidler, Socialism in Thought and Action, pp.60-68. 
---- -- ~~~"== 
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If the American Revolution is taken as an example 
of economic changes in history, it will be found that it 
was fundamentally a struggle between merchants and the 
laboring classes in England. They were then dominating 
the British Parliament. The outcome created a new nation 
within which there has since been going on constant upward 
industrial movements. 
CONCLUSION. 
From this economic interpretation of history, million! 
of workers through the world have concluded that in the 
nature of things, the future is bright for the ultimate 
consumation of Socialism in all of its ideals. This is 
really the secret in the present development of the 
movement. 
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1. ~naracter of Socialist Indictment. I 
The socialist~ indictment of the present order is 1 
I 
II 
directed against the social system as now constituted. li 
They do not attribute this condition to the innate wicked- 11 
ness of human nature, or to the activities of men of great /! 
wealth. They seek to evaluate capitalism instead of 
wholesale condemnation. Marx and Angels in the Communist 
' ;I 
Manifesto published in 1848, hear testimony to the achieve~ 
menta of capitalism. They do believe that capital ism is II 
failing to properly utilize the marvelous productive 
forces at its command; that the hard and brain workers 
are sharing but inadequately in the results that have 1! 
'I 
accrued from increased production in modern industry; that il 
personality is hindered in its individual development; II 
!r 
Ill that capitalism is antagonistic and the time has come for 
a more scientific adjustment of the social order, especi-
ally in industry. 
2. Failure to Utilize Productive Forces. 
One of the chief counts in the social indictment is 
that capitalism involves enormous waste in men and 
material. Millions of men under capitalism are wasting 
time and energy in non-producing elements of life or I 
I 
essential commodities. ~~;~dy materials =f=o=r=clothing, n l ~ 
I 
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make-believe food in cans, etc. employ thousands of 
workers whose time could be given to real beneficial pro-
duction. 
3. Diversion of Industry to Luxuries. 
•A large amount of labor also goes into the 
production of expensive luxuries and personal : 
services Which afford comparatively little addi- i 
tional happiness to their recipients, while 1
1
·
1 
diverting the energies of thousands from the pro-
duction of the necessities of life for the many. 
Witness, for instance, the vast army of menial lj 
servant s, lackeys, chauffeurs, caterers, govern- ! 
eases, private tutors, grooms, makers of expensive !I 
dresses, furniture and houses, and shopkeepers who :1· 
cater solely to the peculiar tastes of the rich. I 
The outlay of energy and money for lavish fetes with I 
their expensive menus, singers and vaudeville II 
performers, their dazzling electrical decorations i11 
and expensive cotillion favors; the outlay for I', 
luxurious winter homes on Fifth Avenue and at .
11 Palm Beach, and for summer homes in Newport and 
the Adirondacks, for yachts and autos and studs 1 
of horses, and for an endless variety of other 
luxuries,--constitutes an enormous social waste in I 
productive effort."l ! 
4. wastes in Manufacturing. II 
In the duplication of offices, clerks, specialists I 
and rentals of buildings for many of the legitimate neces- 1! 
,, 
sities of life, create an enormous waste in labor and 11 
expense that could be eliminated under the cooperative t 
system. In 1914, according to the Bureau of Census, there ~ 
were in the United States 275,791 manufacturing concerns, ) 
including 59,317 establishments connected wit~ food and 
1Laidler, Socialism in Thought and Action, p.36. 
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kindred products; 42,036 dealing in lumber and ita memanu- 1 
facture; 22,995 in the textile industry, and 17.,719. in the 
iron and steel industry. Each one of these plants demanda 1i 
separate buildings, space, machinery and other equipment, !1 
and a separate labor force. Each requires the keeping of i 
separate accounts, and the dispatching of separate corps 
of purchasing and selling agents to sellers and buyers. 
Much of this is a duplication of expense, therefore 
causing enormous waste. 
5. Wastes in Agriculture. 
In this country there are 7,500,000 separate farms 
each requiring machinery, barns, houses and methode of 
marketing, that make for unnecessary waste through dupli-
cation. Old machinery and methods of disposing of pro-
ducts result in poor returns for labor expended. Through 
the cooperative system better prices, better crops and 
better living conditions could be secured. 
6. Loss in Natural Resources. 
Through the exploitation of the natural sources for 
private gain millions of dollars are lost to the populace. 
The natural resources such as copper, coal, lumber, oil, 
gas, are lost beyond recovery and squandered under the 
present capitalistic system. 
I 
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7• Wastes in Advertising. 
The Socialist however, is chiefly interested in 
those wastes that are connected with the distribution of 
commodities. The pre~ent system of competition demand 
22 
enormous expense by drummers, catalogues, correspondence, 
circulars, calendars, samples, and so-called prizes to 
the would-be costumer. The newspaper advertising alone is ! 
an item that speaks for itself as a waste of our present 
social system. The Census of Manufactures, Bulletin of 
1910 says: 
"The income of newspapers and periodicals I 
from subscriptions, sales and advertising was , 
$337,596,285 in 1909 as compared with $1?5,789,610 j 
in 1899, the rate of increase for the decade being , 
92 per cent of the .total income from these sources, I 
that from advertising formed 60 per cent in 1909, and, 
54.4 per cent in 1899, having increased much ' 
faster than that from subscriptions and sales." 
e. Diversion of Productive Labor. 
These varied wastes are only folly when one realizes 
that millions of laborers are giving their time to what 
is in fact a non-essential 
of the advertising , is also 
it confuses the publio who 
for this loss. 
and non-productive labor. Much 
I 
deceptive and misl. eading, whil. ell 
are at the same time paying I 
9. Wastes from Producer to Consumer. 
The largest amount of waste is in the present system 
- 0f =distribution.=- Unneceasary: expense througb.:.-l,ong=fr~e_ight 
I 
I 
~ 
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retailers, is a waste of money and of energy and life. I 
All this show~ how modern industry fails to utilize its I 
wealth of human resources. Eastern factories, in supply- I 
ing orders Ship bulky commodities to the West. At the I 
same time competing firms ship thousands of tons to ,. 
eastern markets. Some corporations have saved $500,000 
a year by eliminating cross freight expense. 
1o Industrial Accidents. 
A tragic waste is found in the millions of unneces-
sary accidents occurring in machinery of industry. Dr. 
I 
Frederick L. Hoffman, the statistician of the Prudential 
Life Insurance Company, conservatively estimated that 
25,000 American wage earners were killed in our industries 
in 1913, and that nearly three quarters of a million I 
(700,000) w·ere disabled for a period of more than four 
weeks. On the railroads, the year 1916 yielded no less 
than 9,364 deaths and 1S0,375 injuries. Of the deaths, 
a minority (2,678); of the accidents, a large majority 
{160,663), occurred among the railroad workers. 
11 . Disease. 
I 
II 
I 
I 
A vi tal social and economic waste is appearing in the! 
startling amount of sickness and death due to present con-I 
di tiona as a result of capitalism. Professor Irving Fish~1 4! 
~ 
I 
I 
I 
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recently estimated that 630,000 preventable or postponable / 
deaths, and 1,500,000 preventable cases of serious illness ' 
occurred in the United States every year. 
12.Inequality of Wealth. 
Dr. W. I. King of Wisconsin University, says that 
two per cent of the population of this country own sixty I I 
per cent of its wealth. The poorest two-thirds own but I 
one-twentieth of the wealth of the nation, and the poorest !! 
I, 
four-fifths but one tenth. This means untold suffering fof 
the many and ease and luxury for the few. This is evidencp 
of the inefficiency of the present order which lash 
brotherhood and welfare for the race. 
13. The wealthy. 
Since the war our country boasts of several thousands 
of millionaries. A few years ago one fortune was estima-
ted at one billion dollars, "equivalent to the aggregate 
wealth of 2,500,000 of those who are classed as 'poor•, 
and who are shown ••••• to own on the average $400 each.w 
In 1916, according to the Income Tax statistics, 292 
people in the country received a return on their invest-
menta of $1,000,000 or over; 524 of between $500,000 and · 1 
$1,000,000; 6.127 from $100,000 to $500,000; 10,452 
from $50,000 to $100,000; 23,734 from $25,000 to $50,000; 
78,880 from $10,000 to $25,000. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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1 4 . Effect on Family Life. 
Many psychologists today attribute the unhappiness of 
the modern home to the present unfair distribution of 
. wealth. Low wages make it impossible for the heads of 
families to provide the necessities of life. The result 
is that the family life is unstable, crime and l awlessness 
break forth, and a general unrest in society predominates. , 
15 . The Profit Motive. 
Under capitalism business has only one end, and that 
primarily for profit. dUdge Gary once said, "business 
existed for profit, not for personality". This is 
perhaps the most condemning criticism of the social order. 
In fact it is impossible to run a business today on any 
other lines. This proves the contention of the Social ist 
that the capitalist system is wrong. 
16. Business and the Worker. 
•The profit motive has likewise led .to most 
unethical conduct upon the part of large numbers 
of employers toward their workers. As has been 
shown elsewhere, in order that the few may accumu-
late 'V·ast fortunes, workers have been forced to 
toil inhumanly long hours, under unsanitary con-
ditions, speeded to exhaustion. When they have 
endea'V·ored to organize, they have been discharged, 
blacklisted, hounded from industry to industry. 
Spies have been employed to feEret out their ac-
tivities. Company guards have brutually attacked 
them. · Special deputy sheriffs, armed and paid by 
big business, have deported them from their homes 
and landed them in desert places. The mili~ry 
and constabulary have been induced to shoot them dow 
I 
I 
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The controlled press has concentrated its avalanche 
of abuse upon them and clubbed them with its 
headlines into submission. And the pulpit and 
courts have too often aided in this work."l 
To the foregoing facts there can be added inequality 
producing snobbery, aloofness, crime, immorality, forced 
by low wages and through idleness of rich, intemperance 
and lack of artistic task. This is a tremendous indictmen~ 
of a civilization that boasts of its great ethical 
achievements. 
J 
I 
i 
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IV. ECONOMIC REASON FOR THE PROGRESS OF SOCIALISM. 
In the definition of Socialism it was found that it 
was a movement against unfair economic conditions. It was 
also discovered that it was a mass movement of the pro-
letarian class for amelioration of the class struggle 
brought about by capitalistic monopoly, thus seeking to 
change the whole social order. 
To look at the central aim of the Socialist program 
which is collective ownership and control of production 
and exchange, there is no difficulty in the conclusion 
that Socialism is the product of the present system of 
capitalism. Poverty and misery are only side issues, for 
these have always been present in every age, and doubtless 
will, in some degree, for they that will not work must of 
necessity suffer. 
The very principles of the capitalist system through 
great corporations, which is really collective production 
for profit, has inspired the Socialist, as it illustrates 
what could be done through collective ownership for the 
"common weal". 
The great industrial progress from individual pro-
duction to t hat of the machine which has created the 
workshop, or more properly the sweatshop, has forced the 
worker to defend his rights. 
27) ~-========~~d6===== 
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This movement really began about the latter part of 
I the fourteenth century. During this period, the craft 
guilds were formed and opposed the merchant guilds. At 
this time these guilds formed groups for cooperative 
production, or upon a basis of quality. The power of the 
merchant guilds over the craftsmen became very great. 
In the second stage of progress these guilds began 
to buy raw material and hire the manufacture of same to 
artisans. These were paid by the piece. This forced the 
craftsmen to form organizations such as the nBachelor 
Companies" or Journeymen's Organizations. Because of 
this piece work being done at home, it has been termed 
the "Domestic System". 
The next period of capitalism began with the dis-
covery of the machine in the latter part of the eighteent 
century. This resulted in gathering the workers into 
large factories, and the modern industrial proletariat 
was created. 
Thus it is clearly seen that the economic develop-
ment of Socialiam was nothing more nor less than a natura 
outcome of conditions forced upon the world by the process 
of industrial evolution, and is therefore, a natural out-
come of human society, with valid and historic foundation. 
-=-~ ---=-= 
V. SOCIALISM AND WAR. 
Faith in the coming of a time when wars cease began 
with the prophets. On the other hand the priest always 
played into the hand of the politician. It would seem 
today that history is repeating itself, with the World 
War as an illustration that the church played into the 
hands of politicians, and became the tool of t _he govern-
I 
II 
I 
i 
I 
I 
menta of the world. 
II 
These governments sought to promul- !1 
gate their selfish endeavors through the church, thereby 
making the religion of Christianity an instrument of 
death. At the same time the International Socialist 
II 
I 
I 
I 
movement was not slow to voice its protest against ~an's I 
I 
i 
inhumanity to man", in fact the Socialistic prophet in I 
America who dared to stick to his convictions against war 11 
and its unholy spirit, was placed ruthlessly behind prison!l 
bars until war and butchery, in the name of Christianity, I 
might be explored to its very ends. Under the light of I 
Christian civilization, man became the tool of the diplo- I 
il 
mat, fodder for guns, food for the vultures. Eleven ll 
I million of the nation' a best from colleges, from scienti-
1
1 
fie research, from the professional world, and from the 
I 
church of ~esus Christ were slain to this modern God of I 
selfishness. 
In the name of Christianity, Peace conferences have 
_(~) -
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been called, the result being so far to make rules for 
more fighting; indeed our own government, within recent 
weeks, has openly declared its extensive plans for a 
nation-wide system of government control of all the 
resources of the nation under sub-government heads for 
30 1 
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time of war. A representative of one of the governments 
of the world said unblushingly, "Though we met as a Peace 
Congress, it is perfectly idle to 
done away with. It is useless to 
think that war can be 
1 talk of disarmament, or , 
even of the limitation of armaments. All we can do is I 
to provide rules for the great game of war.•1 I 
On the other hand the representative of the workers, 
in their international Socialist Congress, not only j 
declared unequivocally against all war, but also pledged I 
themselves to the promotion of such a feeling of solidari 't 
ty among the workers of the world as would make war an 
impossibility, except small armies of the ruling caass 
should decide to fight their own battles. And this last 
is, of course, unthinkable. It is indeed the Socialist 
who is entitled to repeat Tennyson's prophetic lines:-
"For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could 
see; 
Saw the vision of the world, and all the wonder 
that would be; 
Till the war drum throbbed no longer, and the 
battle flags were furled 
1 In t~e.P~rliame~t ~f.Man, the Federation.of.the Worl~ .• 
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No wonder the cartoonist showed during the World war ! 
that even the savage from the dark heart of Africa poin- 1
1
. 
ted his finger of scorn across the sea to the Christian 
I 
I aations gathered on the bloody fields of Flanders, and 
asked, "Is that Christianity?" Socialism challenges the 
church as being responsible for this carnage. She de-
clares that the church is materialistic, lacks the vision jl 
and prophetic insight of humanity's needs, while social- j 
ism, in a prophetic ministry and leadership, is willing 
to declare, "We will net bow down and serve thy god of 
war, oh King, the God we serve is able to deliver us". 
We will not contribute to the waste of life, either in 
material wealth; in labor's products; or life itself. 
The g:reat faith of the Socialist party in the ultima. e 
outcome of their movement is a fac~ that leads us to be-
lieve emphatically in its movement, that there must be 
soul quali·ties. In every age of this movement the des-
pised, reviled, and hated, the leaders bore a matchless 
faith in mankind and his future. The Gospel prophecy 
•that the spear shall be broken into plowshares and 
pruning hooks" has been the heart-throb of Socialism 
since its beginning. This ideal hastaken definite, 
concEete means to insure its reality. The World War has 
only rekindled this spirit within them. While there are 
'I II 
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. I 
and determined opponents within the party, neverthe- I open 
less so great has been the zeal and enthusiasm of its ! 
leaders, that already the governments ·of the world have 
been moved to steps to eliminate armaments. This ia a 
wondrous achievement. Who .will dare to deny that Social-
ism has, in a mighty and definite degree, helped to creat ~j 
this condition leading to a world federation? 
In reality Socialism is the only organized institu-
tion that ts making an organized attempt to put into 
practice the prophecy of Divine revelation in respect to 11 
-~ I 
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VI. SOCIALISM AND THE SERVICE MOTIVE. 
It has been shown in the preceding chapters that 
Socialism seeks to make life less of a drudgery and less 
degrading and dwarfing for the children that are born into 
it, and it has also been made clear that Socialism is a 
revolt against the bad management and waste and muddle 
which result from our present economic system under 
capitalism. It is also true that Socialism seeks to 
enrich the intimate personal lif e, by checking and dis-
couraging passions that now run rampant, by giving wider 
scope for passions that are now thwarted and subdued. 
It has been shown that the Socialist declares that life 
is now needlessly dishonest and mean, because our present 
social organization, such as it is, makes an altogether 
too powerful appeal to some of the very meanest elements 
in human nature. 
"I do not agree with you about the profit motive", 
writes the chief officer of a national relieious organiza-
tion, •it is the wheel that moves the world". But an 
industrial engineer, with large experience in trying to 
get scientif ic efficiency out of the economic process, 
writes, "I can see no way out except a complete change in 
motive". Here, as the Webbs point out, is "the very core 
of the case" between the capitalistic system and social 
(33) 
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democracy, "and it must be settled by analysis and 
measurement".l 
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The common meaning of the term "profit" is business 
run simply in terms of money. The chief end of a 
successful business transaction or enterprise is a sum 
of money, and as large a sum as it will possibly yield. 
Industry for profit is industry for the purpose of making 
money, and as much as can be made. The goods supplied, 
their quality, or the service rendered are se_condary to 
the money accumulated. Business is good or bad, accord-
ing to the amount of cash balance on the profit side of 
the ledger. 
The chief question in business is what profit is 
in it? Buy in the cheapest market and sell in the 
dearest, regardless of the consequences to others, phy-
sically or otherwise. When Henry Ford rejects this idea 
and makes the price of his cars, not by figuring how mucb 
the possible market can be induced to pay, but by esti-
mating what it ought to pay in view of its financial 
situation, and then compelling his plant by economics 
to make a car at that figure, he has revolutionized the 
concept of profit. 
The spirit of the profit motive leads man to ignore 
1ward, The Profit Motive, pp.5-28. 
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indiviaual needs if only his own selfish ends are reali-
zed. This is why the profit motive has no great incen-
tive or uplifting morale. The term morale carries with 
it a common end or fellowship having a oneness in life•w 
great objective. Under the profit method it is impos-
sible to coordinate in the common objective of good 
"Will" the agriculturalist and the industrial worker, 
or any of the great branches of our economic system. 
The profit motive retards life in that it dis-
courages the toiler. It separates mankind into classes. 
It sacrifices the many ·for the few upon the altar of its 
ovm creation - the altar of •greed". 
I 
Ill 
VII. SOCIALISM AS GOOD WILL. 
One of the facts easily overlooked in the struggle 
of life with its multiplicity of interests is that all of 
life is not always seen in the conflict of ideas. Back 
of the unrest is the spirit of the race, which is termed t 1 e 
"Good Will". "More and more evident is it, as one reviews 
jl the ages, that there is this much more than lust, hunger, 
I I avarice, vanity, and more or less intelligent fear, among 
I the motives of mankind. This Good Will of our race, 
/I however arising, however trivial, however subordinated to 
I individual ends, however comically inadequate a thing it 
I may be in t his individual case or that, is in the aggre-
gate, an operating will. In spite of all the confusions 
and thwartings of life, the halts and resiliencies and 
the counter-strokes of fate, it is manifest that in the 
long run, human life becomes broader than it was, gentler 
than it was, finer and deeper. On the whole, and nowadays 
almost steadily, things get petter. There is a secular 
amelioration of life, and it is brought about by Good 
Will working through the efforts of men."1 
The spirit of "Good Will" finds its most vital 
expression for child life in the heart of the Socialist. 
He looks wit h disfavor on the maiming of child life in 
our factories, in rubber plantations, in the maelstrom of 
1wells, New Worlds for Old, pp.5-53. 
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He sees life thwarted at its inception by dirty, 
~oorly aired tenements. He sees the underfed child of 
the poor of our cities, and cries out against a condition 
that handicaps man from the cradle up. 
He pleads for those mothers and girls who are working 
in factories under physical conditions unholy and immoral. 
The coming mother must work up to the time of the birth 
of her child, and thus damages its health and her own, 
· or she must stop work and starve and stunt her offspring. 
Then she must leave her child under improper care and go 
back to work , or stay at home and be driven to the street 
by a cruel social system. A good mother is the most 
precious individual in society, for the home is the bul-
wark of the state. However, under conditions as above 
stated, where conditions are allowed that blights mother-
hood for profit, it would seem that mankind cared more for 
bank accounts than for personality or even life itself. 
"The Socialist holds that the community as 
a whole should be responsible, and every individual 
in the community, married or single, parent or 
childless, should be responsible for the welfa1·e 
and upbringing of every child born into that 
community. This responsibility may be delegated 
in whol e or in part to parent, teacher, or other 
guardian, but it is not simply the right, but 
the duty of the state, that is to say of the 
organized power and intelligence of the community, 
to direct, to inquire, and to intervene in any 
default for the child's welfare.•l 
Lwells, New worlds for Old, pp.5-33. 
nparentage rightly undertaken is a service 
as well as a duty to the world, carrying with it 
not only obligations, but a claim, the strongest 
of claims, upon the whole community. It must be 
paid for like any other public service; in any 
completely civilized state it must be sustained, 
rewarded and controlled. And this is to be done 
not to supersede the love, pride, and conscience 
of the parent, but to supplement, encourage, and 
maintain it. 11 
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This is but a part of the spirit of "Good Will" that 
prompts the Socialist _to cry out against the present order 
He seeks for the realiz.ation of an order in which the 
spirit of Good Will will be manifested and wrought out in 
every phase of our social and economic relationship. To 
him life is of more value than dollars; personality 
greater than bank accounts, and the "common weal" the 
chief objective in life. 
VIII. SOCIALISM AND RELIGION. 
•I have never knovm a Socialist, no matter 
how narrow and sordid his verbal interpretation 
mignt be, who did not take the position that 
Socialism was, in its last and deepest analysis, 
anything less than a profound faith in the 
Brotherhood of Man. And I make the claim with 
confidence that, not only is a spiritual inter-
pretation of Socialism possible, but it is also 
essential to a proper understanding of it. The 
spirit of Socialism cries out: 
"I am Religion and the church I build, 
Stands on the sacred flesh with passion packed: 
In me the ancient gospels are fulfilled -
In me the s~abol rises into Fact."l 
The church may ask the question here, •Are the facts 
not overreached in our premise? Is this not an altogethe 
utopian survey of the facts?" Just as the geysers in 
Yellowstone Park are the resultant of concentrated fire, 
water and steam, so the Socialistic movement is the 
resultant of a zeal in the human breast seeking an adjust-
ment akin to the soul. Just as the geysers are laws of 
nature adjusting themselves to Mother Earth, so Socialism 
is seeking adjustment of life to environment. 
In justification of this claim, look at the factor o 
the movement itself. It is the greatest political move-
ment in history, embracing men and women of all the natio s 
of the earth, of all colors and all creeds. Students 
are confronted by the fact that there is in this inter-
national movement a power of appeal strong enough to 
lspargo, Spi ritual Significance of Modern Socialism, pp.36-39. 
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overcome all the barriers and distinctions of race, of 
sex, of speech, of tradition and of belief, uniting all 
in one vast aim and kindling in the hearts of all its 
adherents one sublime enthusiasm for freedom and brother- . 
hood based on the principles of Christianity. 
One outstanding proof of Socialism being at heart 
religious is that it is a universal movement, made up of 
millions of men from every walk in life, seeking a full 
and free opportunity of individual development in those 
ideals that ultimately affect the soul of the race. From 
every section and station of human existence, it draws 
its followers. From every large city such as Chicago, 
Boston, St. Petersburg, Philadelphia, Peking, Cape Town, 
Tokyo, Bombay, Rome, Berlin, Socialism draws its followers 
Wherever men and women toil for the leisure of others, and 
wherever this condition makes for poverty, there Socialism 
is recognized as the emancipation of suffering and 
slavery, and the way to spiritual greatness. 
Carlyle once said "An unspeakable religion is 
struggling to speak itself". This spiritual passion is 
now seeking expression through more than eight millions of 
Socialists. It speaks at the ballot box, through politi-
cal programs, the press, and the forum, until the whole 
world is conscious of its voice and as afraid of its 
41 
scarlet banners because they do not understand its real 
spirit. 
But some there are who will say that while the fore-
going is true in fact, it is not true as a working prin-
I 
ciple, for the Socialist does not obey or revere the 
II 
teachings of Christianity. In fact they declare Socialis 
is hostile to the church. This answer is not founded on 
li 
I 
I 
facts. The Socialist reveres the real spirit of 
Christianity, he doesn't revere the kind of Christianity 
that makes a pretense of religion, acted 9ut by long 
prayers and stately ritualism, ~nile at the same time it 
ignores the suffering and poverty and inequality in life 
of the masses. It is true, as Spargo says, 
"Socialism hurls its thunderbolts of superbly 
passionate invectives against Christianity, against 
what they feel to be an organized sham, neverthe-
less there is ever a reverence for the true spirit 
of its Christ. "They resent the perversion of his 
teaching by the churches who cherish in their 
hearts the pictures of the New Testament in which 
Christ's humanity is portrayed. They think of 
the homeless proletarian, less fortunate than 
the foxes and the birds, with no resting place 
for hj.s weary head. 
They think of the compassionate Christ, too 
big in his humanity to judge the woman at tne 
well; tender in his scorn and contempt for an 
unfaithful and corrupt priesthood; sublime in 
his denunciation of an empty creedal caricature 
of religion; heroic and majestic in his anger at 
Mammon's desecration of the temple. This Christ 
the Christ of the Gospels, they revere as a great 
comrade.n1 
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A few years ago there were some within the Socialist 
ranks who would dogmatically assert that religion and 
Socialism were absolutely incompatible. On the other 
hand there are many intelligent and earnest Christians 
who believe that Socialism is opposed to religion. This 
is one reason why the church of today ignores the 
Socialist because they believe he is a mere radical. 
Over against these misunderstandings on both sides, 
there are thousands of Christians of all churches who 
are earnest and active Socialists. They find no antagon-
ism between the fundamental principles of religion and 
the essential principles of the Marxian philosophy. This 
proves the reconciliation of both religion and socialism 
as funda~entally at one in spirit and soul. 
"Religion is at bottom man's attempt to 
relate himself to the universe in which he 
finds himself, and to interpret its forces. 
Whence? Why? Whither? these are the questions 
which religion answers, or rather the answer 
man makes to them becomes the framework of his 
religion. Fundamentally then, religion has to 
do with something that is not covered by 
statescraft and political economy. In every 
age, and under all kinds of governments, men 
have looked at the stars scattered through the 
upper deep and asked themselves whence they came, 
wondered whence and why the lightning flash, and 
whence and why and whither the first movement of 
life in the void and blackness of the unremembered 
and unrecorded Beginning."l 
1spargo, Spiritual Significance of Modern Socialism, p.40. 
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Socialism has ever been opposed against a religion 
based on mere dogma or creedal emphasis, while life and 
individual character were being debased. They forgot 
however, that in a world where man is ever seeking to 
relate himself to the universe; ideas change with time, 
as human knowledge increases. The socialist found fault 
with the dogmas of the church and forgot that like him-
self and his movement, the church was changing. 
At heart Socialism is not antagonistic to religion. 
It has turned away from a Christianity and a religion 
propagated by the Christian church that was ever changing 
according to the materialistic forces that played upon 
it from its environment. At heart Socialism challenges 
the church that it is honest in its seeking after God, 
morality, character, development, divilization, and a 
vital religion of life. This the church cannot deny. 
It would seem that the cry of Socialism is the cry of 
the Greeks of old, "We would see Jesus". See him in 
his sympathy for the wea~, the unfortunate, the needy, 
and in loving helpfulness try to lift the race upward. 
PART II 
THE CHURCH. 
THE CHURCH. 
To fully understand the relation of the church to 
life, her place, her message, her -interpretation of 
religion, or its application, it will be necessary to go 
back and discover the spirit of her early leaders as they 
were inspired with divine wisdom. 
IX. SOCIAL MESSAGE OF THE HEBREW PROPHETS. 
That which is vital in any religion is not its 
thought concerning God, but its teachings concerning 
human relations, not its theology, but its ethics, its 
sociology. Leaving aside then, the speculations con-
cerning the whence, why and whither of life, it will be 
necessary to ask what were the ethical ideals that have 
inspired the church through history, what were the ethical 
ideals of Judaism. Can they not be summed up in the two 
words, justice and brotherhood? 
In the soul of Judaism which was the first branch 
of the church, is to be found the stern, inflexible 
demand for justice voiced by Amos and Joel, by Micah 
and Hosea, Isaiah and Ezekiel, and in the visions of 
world brotherhood which these prophets held up before the 
people. Essentially, Judaism was a great social gospel 
based upon the same principles of modern Socialism, which 
were justice and fraternity. 
(45) 
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l. Isaiah. 
Isaiah is acknowledged to be the greatest of Hebrew 
prophets and orators, an original and brilliant writer, a I 
I 
strong personality, an influential religious and poli tica1
1
j 
leader in his own day. He was not afraid to challenge 
the sin of his time as it was entrenched in his nation 
socially. 
"Isaiah's predictions of blessings, or of 
disaster must not be understood as mere worldly 
wisdom, but rather as the expression of religious 
standards in national life. When he opposes in 
Judah the panic for preparedness, the drifin§ 
into entangling alliances or the cowardly fear of 
capture, Isaiah is not merely giving advice; he 
is dealing with moral values. Divine favor is 
not with the powerful or the prosperous, but with 
the righteous. Is it moral, not material pre-
paredness that Isaiah advocates, reliance on God, 
not alliance with men. The principle of faith in 
God is the basis of all Isaiah's national and 
international teaching. It explains his emphasis 
on moral character, his attitude toward the nation-
alism of his time, his attitude tovrard political 
machinations of coalition and diplomacy. It 
explains his emphasis on quietness and his atti-
tude toward military endeavor and military fear. 
Faith in militarism and fear of militarism, the 
atheism of force and the atheism of fear, are 
equally condemned." Cadbury, 1ational Ideals in 
the Old Testament", Chapter 13. . 
The message of Isaiah was not a mysterious revela-
I 
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tion for a passive society, but a message rel ated to life 'Il 
relationship socially. Here was where Judaism must pneif~ 
her house and her land, mf prosperity and righteousness 
1vaughan, D.D., Class Notes, 1925. 
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would be experienced. This was the burden of every J1 
message of that great leader in Judaism, as illustrated 
by the following: 
"Jehovah will enter into judgment with the 
elders of his people, and the princes thereof: 
It is ye that have eaten up the vineyard: the 
spoil of the poor is in your houses: what mean 
ye that ye crush my people and grind the face of 
the poor? saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts." 
Isaiah 3:14-15. 
The above is a clear declaration that religion and 
life are one and inseparable, tha t worship without love 
to our fellows is not religion, bu~ f orm and hypocrisy. 
A creedal worship is superstition run riot, s o long as 
it does not lead to fellow sympathy. This Isaiah de-
clared unequivocally. 
2. Hosea. (750-722). 
The prophet began his ministry {750-722) in an age 
of social corruption. Israel was on the downward grade, 
I 
morally, religiously and socially. He openly exposed and ~~ 
denounced the nation for her immorality. Life was so cheaJ 
and disregarded that prostitution had become a part of ~ worship, {Hosea 4-13). He did not spare the princes, I 
I priest or people, showing that these so-called leaders 
capitalized the sins of the people. However, 
message is a fearless declaration of the evil 
! 
while Hosea' F 
consequences! 
~~ 
,, 
I 
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of sin, and an uncompromising insistence on righteousness ;1 
II 
and justice, it expresses love and syrnpa thy as it urges 1! 
loving fidelity as a necewsary bas is for abiding r elations [[ 
!I 
,, 
between God and men as his children. 
tants "~;h~~:h l~~~h b:c~~~~r~~~~:y i~i ~~ i~~t;n~~~i- I~ 
goodness, nor knowledge of God in the land. There 1 
is naught but swearing, and breaking of faith and I 
killing and stealing, and committing adultery; 
they break out and blood toucheth blood." Hosea 4:1-3! 
"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. 
I will reject thee that thou shalt be no priest 
to me; seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy 
God. I will also forget thy children ••• They feed 
on the sin of my people, and set their heart on 
their iniquity. And it shall be like people, like 
priest; and I will punish them for their ways." 
Hosea 4:6-9. 
3. Amos. (B.C. ?81-?40). 
Amos, a resident of Tekoa in Judah, twelve miles 
south of Jerusalem. He was a layman, a dresser of 
sycamore trees, also a shepherd. He was sensitive of 
soul to the sins of the times. Ravin~ business contact 
with the centres of industry, he saw the extremes of 
poverty and luxury, of --------- privilege and misfortune. 
Immorality, injustice were especially apparent. 
Being deeply moved by these extremes and injustices 
in life, he tactfully opens the way for criticism by 
II 
,,. 
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he shows Israel is worse than they, for she had greater 
light. Class distinction was a conscious fact in the 
nation. It was a time of national security, pride and 
prosperity. Yet God through Amos, declared: 
"Listen, you Israelites, to this funeral 
hymn which I am about to sing over you: 
Fallen is Israel, the virgin, 
Never to rise; 
Earthbound, with none to uplift her, 
Prostrate she lies." (~nos 5:1,2). 
"What the priests are accused of neglecting, 
the prophets undertook themselves to do; to bring 
the people out of their ignorance of Jehovah, to 
show His wrath against immoral practices, to rebuke 
evil kings and exploiting aristocrats, to teach the 
true mishpat, justice, mercy and truth; to show 
Jehovah's disgust at the ceremonial, to enkindle 
the consciences of sinners by warning of the im-
pending discipline of Jehovah in which He will 
employ the agency of conquering nations. Jehovah 
would use these very enemies against whom the 
priests were promising protection, to punish the 
misguided people for their neglect of the true 
misphat. The king, aristocrats, and their priestly 
supporters, the pro phets declared, would be the 
first to suffer. Only the righteous, or at least 
the penitent, would escape the threatened disaster, 
and from these survivors who would have learned, 
through discipline, truly to know Jehovah, He 
would build up a truly righteous nation to fulfill 
His will."l 
The Christian Church of this era is supposed to be 
the champion of all, and even more of the message of the 
1: 
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prophets. Yet the criticism hurled at the church is that I,/ 
she is no better, if not worse, than Judaism, tha t she 
is the tool of the monied classes, that she is ueed by the j 
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governments of the world for the furtherence of those 
interests that make for war, injustice, inequality, a.nd 
consequently for poverty, suffering and social unrest. 
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X. SOCIAL MESSAGE OF THE EARLY CHURCH. 
1. John the Baptist. 
The central theme of John's message was individual 
righteousness expressed in brotherhood. He was a radical. 
Josephus declares that he was so opposed to the social 
conditions of injustice that Herod feared an uprising. 
(Josephus Antiquities 18:5). This 1ed to his execution. 
Like Elijah John atta.cked evil in high places. 
2. Jesus and Democracy. 
"Jesus offended the Jews with his spirit of 
international democracy. Gave favorable place 
to Gentiles in Nazareth sermon illustrations. 
(Luke 4:25-30). He praised the Roman Centurian, 
(Matthew 8:5-13). He declared that the one 
cleansed leper returning to thank him was a 
Samaritan, (Luke 1?:16). He makes the Good 
Srunaritan the hero of a parable while Jews fell 
short of the ideal, {Luke 10:30-3?). He talks 
freely to the Samaritan woman at Jacob's Well 
in Sychar, declaring that religion is not a 
matter of place, nor race, but of spirit." Luke 
I 
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The Christian church bases her entire message on the J 
I' ,I teaching of Jesus as he interpreted the message of the 
prophets. His program for a new social order was a uni-
versal one. {Matthew 8-11; Luke 13-29). Jesus took as 
his theme the words of Isaiah (61:1). ~The Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me because the Lord hath annointed me 
i 
I 
I 
I 
to preach good tidings unto the meek, to bind up the 
1vaughan, D.D., Class notes, 1925. II ~=~=-~ --~~~-~---- '~== ~=o~-~-
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brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and th~ 
I! p opening of the prison to them that are bound." This was 
the spirit of all his teaching. He warned against the 
privileged classes dominating the religious teachers. 
"Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees''· He warned his 
1/ 
II 
il 
II 
I, 
!I' 
I
I. disciples against privileges through titles, such as 
•rabbi •, •Master •, "Father • (Matthew 23 :l-12). One must ! 
become as a little child to be great. (Matthew 18:4). "He I 
that would be greatest, let him be the servant.• Matt.20:2r -28. 
The gospel of Christ was a social message applicable . 
I 
to every age. His gospel was individualistic and social- 1
1 istic throughout. Religion, for Jesus, was more than an i/ 
ethical outlook on life - it was a moral force that united ! 
man to man in a spiritual sense that so sanctified life as j 
to make every relationship mutually helpful, and the world jJ 
a great brotherhood. 
3. New Testament Writers. 
(1st John 3:1) "Equality as sons", says John, "is 
life's greatest truth". 
I 
I 
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Paul. On Mars Hill - "God hath made of one blood all jj 
'I 
li 
Acts 17:26 - "There is neither Jew, nor jl 
'I 
nations of men". 
Greek, bond nor free, male nor female; for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ•s, then are ye 
" il 
I 
I 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise". 
Gal. 3:28. 
Peter learned that he should call no man common or 
unclean. Acts 10:28. 
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XI. RELATION OF THE CHURCH TO HUMANITARIAN MOVIDlENTS. 
The churches, in their zeal, have been deluded by 
the cry to a fresh emphasis on the return to the •simple 
gospel" which often is the suggestion to keep her hands 
off the great issues of life. This was the plea of the 
Middle Ages, the result being the degrading of the social 
status. The same attitude by the church in the last one 
hundred years has led to the undoing of the spirit of 
!I 
I' ~ 
II 
.I, 
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il I. 
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I 
J·ustice and brotherhood. l 
'I II 
This is proven by the attitude of the church to the !1 
ii 
slavery question, and reflects the •religious paralysis" i1 
,, 
" in .America within the church herself in recent years be- i' 
cause of her aloofness to those movements that are humani- i 
tarian in spirit. 
1
',1. 
The condition within the slums of our cities is a 11 
/• 
striking indictment against the lack of real sincerity on 
the part of the church. She has been emphasizing future 
rewards at the expense of present blessing for all. 
Social fellowship and mutual helpfulness is evidence that 
the church is not serving the race's needs. Indeed II i' l 
Socialism has sprung up naturally, to . seek to cleviate the !: 
condition which the church passes by as if these condition~ 
:,·I were outside her mission. 
I 
There is another attitude of the church that challen- 1 
hat is the leader or I -------=-==4=b~~~~~~~~~~~~==~~~~~====~==~========~======~==~~==== 
II 
minister passes the social question by as if it were out- II I 
side the range of their message and mission. This creates 11 
suspicion in the minds of the masses, and they look with ~ 
indifference upon the church. This is especially so with .111 
'I the laborer, and may reveal the reason why the working 1: 
il 
classes are indifferent to religion. I 
The attitude of the church in her defense of certain I 
social ills, such ~as the intemperance question in England, !I 
1 !i 
where hundreds of ministers are stockholders in breweries, lj 
,, 
has prejudiced the social reformers against them as !1 
ll 
organized religious institutions that are controlled by !j 
the privileged classes. The late President Gompers, of 
the American Federation of Labor, says that the clergy I ! 
i 
are opposed to the unions. The working man feels that the li 
church is a club where the rich find entertainment, and thl 
ministers are his servants. These feelings amongst the 
masses are doubtless exaggerated, yet they reveal the 
tendencies of both sides. 
The above reveals that the church is lost in the 
spirit of the system that governs the social elements of 
'I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
ij 
I 
life as now constituted. This is a partial explanation of ! 
I 
the reason why the laboring class tries to be secret in I, 
her allegiance to the church, as though it were something i1 
-~ of which to be ashamed. ---===~ ~~ I' ~--~-
11 
I 
I 
XII. CRITICISM OF THE CHURCH OF TODAY. 
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One of the reasons why, Socialism declares, it is 
right in its accusations against the church, is the 
present decline of the church-going public. In England 
seventy-five per cent of the adult population remains 
permanently out of touch with organized religion. 
The vast number of non-church going people today is 
evidence of the inadequate message of the church to arouse l 
and attract the masses. Only a section of the middle I 
classes ever attends church at all; the workers as a body 
absent themselves. Not so very long ago attendance at 
church was held to be a social necessity, a sort of hall 
mark of respectability; it is not so now. The artisan 
class not only remains aloof from, but even contemptuous 
of churches and preachers; no appeal ever produces so 
much as a ripple on the surface of their indifference. 
"The church in order to meet this appalling 
indifference, has adopted the system of what is 
known as the institutional church. This insti-
tutional church, as it is called, represents the 
most up-to-date methods as a social center. The 
list of social activities of a very vigorous 
church in any populace center today is lengthy 
and elaborate. The discovery has been made by 
the promoters of these social centers, that 
something along these lines is imperative if the 
people are to be got into the churches; so they 
have literary societies, gymnasiums, swimming 
club, photographic clubs, and many other activi-
ties running in connection with church services 
and religious meetings. It would be foolish to 
===-=~- ~~ ~ =--~~= 
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decry them for they serve a social purpose, but 
it is plainly evident that they have sprung into 
existence in order to supply what will be sought 
elsewhere if the churches do not rise to the 
occasion. They are a confession, however, that 
the churches are ceasing to hold their own." 
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The moment an institution begins ·to put on programs 
~to win the masses, it is a sign that that institution 
has lost its vital message for the cause it professes to 
serve. Christianity is that to which the world has been 
looking for light, inspiration, leadership. Therefore the 
church, who alone is the chief exponent of Christianity, 
must have lost the dynamic spirit of her vision, or the 
masses would not turn away, and she would not have had to 
resort to guile to win them. 
In spite of these facts the masses are not hostile to 
the religion of Jesus. The average man has profound res-
pect for the principles of Christianity as fundamentally 
vital to life. What the masses are opposed to is the 
dogmatic emphasis given to certain doctrines in the name 
of Christianity, while the great problems of their every 
day life are untouched and unsolved. 
The historic Christ with all his teachings, are em-
p~asized in men's meetings and on varied platforms of the 
working classes. This shows that it is not the Christian-
ity which Jesus emphasized that the workers reject, but 
v' 
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the Christianity of the churches. 
"It was said at a convention- of American 
workmen of socialistic affinities in Chicago, 
that the Christian Church 'raises a magnificent 
ideal in the remote future, to be arrived at 
some time sooner or later, and in the meantime 
practises all possible wrong•. The exaggeration 
and injustice of this statement are patent; but 
if for the 'Christian Church' we substitute 
'professed Christia,ns', there is enough truth in 
it to demand the most serious consideration."l 
"This leads to another consideration which 
looms very large in the minds of the people of 
today: the attitude of the churches and their 
ministers toward the •social question', the 
problem of the right relations of labor and 
capital, and of the just distribution of this 
world's goods. This problem is obviously partly 
economic and partly ethical, and on both counts 
the position of organized religion is impugned. 
Ignorance of the question, indifference to it, 
and active opposition to the ameliorative efforts 
of labor are all charged and believed. n2 
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To the charge of ignorance of the economic needs of j 
this age, most ministers plead guilty. I The average minist ~r 
is content to admit that he is not even a student in II 
I 
the subject of economics, as if this was outside the realm II 
of religion. The ignorance of ministers on the sweat shop l 
prison reform, factory 
reform is astounding. 
as a reforming agency. 
I 
labor, as well as methods of social ll 
This is what paralyzes the church ~ 
Another reason for the failure of the churches is 
1 Thompson, The Church and the Wage Earner, p.39 ff. 
2Ibid, p.40 ff. 
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the fact that the ministry thinks and feels along lines 
altogether different from that of the average working man. ! 
Too often the ministers are brought up in homes far re- I 
moved from the mercenary struggle of the laboring classes. 
The churches are to blame in ordaining a leadership that 
has not a full rounded conception of life from every angle ' 
I 
Indeed I feel that no minister should be ordained to the 
church~o doesn't have a working knowledge of most of the I l 
·I i 
,I 
I 
professions as well as the building problems and civic 
questions that have to do with the well organized and 
efficient city life or even rural districts. 
XIII. PROPHETIC FU~CTION OF THE CHURCH. 
1. The Church as a Leader. 
One of the clearest evidences of the church as a 
Divine ~gency in relation to its mission is that it standf 
for a principle not found in any other organization. Man~ 
institutions declare that they are seeking to emulate 
the true spirit of the Creator; the church goes further 
and not only declares that she is inspired by tlle spirit 
of God, but that she is herself, the institution by which 
God himself is seeking man. This makes her the chief 
agency of real life, as well as carrying a tremendous 
responsibility in its realization. 
The church has weathered the storms of thousands of 
years, she has been hated and oppressed, she has been 
persecuted in almost every century by the ignorant and 
the bigot. In every controversy she has weathered the 
storm, though sometimes with much of her super-structure 
of dogma blown away. This has always been to her advanta§e. 
A very striking fact in the church's career and life 
is that she has always been able to adjust herself to the 
rapid change in the world, politically and economically. 
This is quite natural for her as she has usually leavened 
the society with the principles that have made the change. 
True she has been dilatory in making the change herself 
61 1 
to the new day, nevertheless she has always had her 
leaders whose prophetic insight and ability have led the 
way to new conquests. However she is not without re-
proach. Here lies a part of the challenge of socialism. 
The church has conceived the idea that her supreme 
ministry was to the mystical or the internal regions of 
human life. "These things she Should have done, and not 
have left the others undone". The other things are 
equally vital if man is to be fully developed to a full 
rounded life. Socialism declares that the essential 
ideas of the Gospel of ~esus includes the abundant life, 
this abundant life in terms of Brotherhood and ~ustice. 
That which is vital in any religion is not its thought 
concerning God, but its teachings concerning human re-
lations, not its theology, but its ethics, its sociology. 
Being human the church has . always been subjected to the 
spirit of materialism which moved the world, and which 
she loved. The church's difficulty in the past as well a 
in the present is that she is governed by one or more of 
the extremes of society. 
It is unfortunate that the church has considered 
that she had a monopoly on religion. Success of 
Christianity has not always come through the church. God 
never confined himself to her methods or organization. 
I 
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/ The Jews were shocked at Jesus declaring that there was 
I salvation for the Samaritan and the Gentile. "God is no 
I respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth 
Him and worketh righteousness is accepted of Himtt was 
the lesson Peter the Apostle had to learn. 
"Often has God rebuked those who considered 
themselves the elect, in the matter of interpreting 
His will. Francis of Assisi, Savonarola, Wycliffe, 
Luther, and Knox, each were compelled to withstand 
those whose opporition was based upon a narrow 
conception of the true significance ani the com-
prehensiveness of the kinsdom of God." 
In the history of the Church of England, when that 
denomination was ruled by the aristocratic class, God 
raised up John Wesley, who organized a movement among 
the common people which became the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, and which served aw a rebuke to the pride of the 
Mother church. Later when the Wesleyan Methodist Church 
apparently forgot the purpose of its mission, God raised 
out of that church another leader, William Booth, who 
established the Salvation Army. Both the Church of 
England and the wesleyan Methodist Churches learned their 
lesson, with the result that both becrune more aggressive 
than ever before in the task of bringing the Gospel to 
the great masses of the people. 
Thus is revealed the two great tendencies of 
lstelzle, Charles, Christianity's Storm Centre, pp.l3-15. 
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Christianity, one seeking to narrow and thereby confine its 
mission to a select few, the otherforce everlastingly 
seeking to break through all conventionalities and reach 
the eager masses of a neglected humanity. This is still 
the mission of the church. 
These facts prove that Socialism and the churches 
are at one insofar as they minister to the real needs of 
the masses. Their interestsconverge in lifting man up to 
the plain of life so that his every interest will be met 
as well as his spiritual needs. 
2. Regeneration of Personality. 
The church exists for the people, and not for an 
end in itself. From the Christian point of view only 
personalities are, or can be in themselves, the end of 
all activities. Bishop McConnell says: 
"The church is an instrument and the tool 
aspect of its organization, and machinery must 
always be kept in mind. Creeds, Scriptures, 
Rituals, Officer - all are instruments to be 
used for the good of persons. They must not be 
allowed to get in the way of human needs. Legal 
urofessionalism must be guarded against."l 
HEmce it follows that whatever undermines personali t. 
i s an hindrance to the mission of the prophetic function 
of the church as a leader in building character and life. 
1 McConnell, Francis J., Democratic Christianity, pp.35-37. 
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On no other ground can the church exist. Therefore the 
church must be in the interest of continuous employment. 
Sufficient income for self-realization for leisure time, 
for rest and education, and all other human interests 
which enter into the building of a full rounded or fully 
developed life. 
3. Regeneration of Institutions. 
Having proved that personality is the vital factor 
in life, the church should be interested in every social 
institution. Since personality can only fulfill its 
mission in a social environment, it follows that the 
church must of necessity, be interested in the whole 
social structure, religion, industry, economics, and the 
political aspects of life. All of these bear on the 
development of human personalities, and are a part of 
that many sided life which must be interpreted in the lig~~ 
of the reality of God and His purpose for the world. j 
There are three ways by which the church can dischargk 
this function properly - first, it must help men to apply 
the Christian ideal to life under the present condition; 
second, it must win men to appreciate the social ideal; 
third, it must live the social ideal as well as proclaim 
it. 
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4. The Church and Christian Social Justice. 
There are many other great principles which should 
be contributed by Christiani~y toward a new and better 
social order. There is, to mention but one more of them, 
the principle of Christian social justice. There is 
need for qualifying adjectives. There is more than one 
kind of justice. There is individual justice and social 
justice, distributive and legal justice, heathen and 
I 
Christian justice, man's justice, and the justice of God. 
Justice should be the note of any true order of society. j 
Aristotle and Plato taught that. Socrates, in the Republ~c, 
engages at length in dialects for its elucidation and 
defense. 
The workers resent today inequity. C~istian social 
justice would remove it. It is only by a proper appre-
ciation of Christian social justice that society function~ 
I aright. The laborer is not looking for charity, but a 
fair chance. 
During the last century, though wages have increased 
1
·. with prices, they hall'e been diminishing in comparison wit 
the national income. This shows that while profits have 
enormously increased, the wages have correspondingly 
decreased. Tgis is socially inequitable. 
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Christian so cial justice should make injustice of 
every kind intolerable. It would make the Golden Rule the 
standard of life. It would hold up before society, as a 
basis of judgment in deciding important actions of 
social welfare, that man is made in the image of God; tha 
all are moral beings and have,therefore,equal rights. 
5. Challenge for Spiritual Equipment. 
The Christian church holds the key to the salvation 
of society. The problem of society is neither national 
or international relationships primarily. Fundamentally 
it is not economic or political. It is a spiritual 
problem. The Christian Church therefore has a definite 
mission in making life so. The Christian citizen and 
Christian society can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens them if Christians and society put on the 
whole armour of God. Whoever fails, the church should 
not fail, for she has supernatural religion and messages. 
John Wesley said "Give me fifty earnest men, and I will 
change the face of England". God gave them to him and he 
did. 
~ The need of the church is a spiritual equipment in 
~ leadership and in service, as well as a practical appli-
1 cation of its message to life. ~1e Christian Church must 1 
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be willing to be lost in a redeemed race until all shall 
be one and have all things common. It is their sustaining 
vision which must inspire the church needed for the new 
order, and therefore make her truly a power for world 
brotherhood. 
XIV. THE RELATION OF THE CHURCH TODAY TO SOCIETY. 
1. The Church and the Divine Goal. 
The foregoing statements concerning the church have 
been presented in a seemingly biased or critical manner. 
However. it must not be forgotten that overshadowing all 
the church's failures, she is the only institution having 
divine authority to hold aloft the torch of real Christia 
brotherhood. •Go ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature" was Christ's specific command 
to his church. In attempting to do this the church has 
had to contend with a depraved race. Yet in every age, 
in spite of great opposition, she has followed, to a 
greater or less degree, the ideals of her task. A brothe 
I 
hood redeemed by the savior of mankind. In every age she 
has blazed the way, in education, science and religion. 
So that while she has lapsed in ger mission in part, she 
still stands the supreme champion of Christian idealism. 
This is particularly noticeable since the World War. 
One of the most hopeful signs of the times for a new 
advance in social reconstruction with the church universal, 
is the tendency of all religious bodies to amalgamate. " I 
unity there is strength". The church is already unified 
in a common purpose for the universal good. This is 
illustrated first by the segregation of the missionary 
work of the world into specific fields where each branch 
======~~-~J--~~=================~=== === 
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of the church is assigned its task without overlapping 
on any other church's territory. Second, by the federa-
tion or union of churches in local communities. Third, 
the organization of the Federal Council of the Churches o 
Christ in America is evidence that the church is alert to 
the needs of the masses, and is willing to submerge her 
individual interest for the common welfare of all. 
Fourth, the movement for a trained leadership in modern 
scientific schools of religious education for practical 
application of Christianity in the rural and civic centre 
is a vital social factor. This will make the church the 
greatest agency by reason of efficiency, as well spiritua 
vision and ability, the outstanding leader in social re-
construction of this age. Fifth, the interchurch world 
movement which was launched after the World War,though _ i 
partly failed in its original plans, nevertheless has 
found expression in the life of the nations through 
federation and community programs, and is indicative of 
the fact that the church is determined to lead the way 
in life's great challenge, at ···any cost. The Pan-Presby-
terian Conference in England illustrates this fact, and 
declared itself as vitally consecrated to the uplift of 
the laboring classes. 
-~== -~====-~-=--==== -- -=~ 
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Sixth, the · church also has as her guarantee of success 
i 
1 through divine cooperation. She is the only organization 
that possesses, not only the authority of God, but the 
tools or power whereby real social righteousness can be 
accomplished. Experience has taught the race that environ-
ment does not create personality or change of nature. The 
church has as her supreme mission and task the regeneration 
of personality. To make society righteous is to make the 
individual righteous. Here is where the socialist fails. 
I 
1 Create purity at the fountain head, and the stream will be 
I pure. Society needs cleansing at the ·springs of action. 
The church is the only agency in the divine economy fitted 
and commission for this sublime task. Personal mora lity 
means economic prosperity. 
Therefore if socialism and the church will acknowledge 
each other's real place in society, and will seek to 
apply their idealism to life's great problems, the day 
will dawn when socialism as a movement will be lost in the 
church's life and spirit. Instead of criticizing each 
other, they will converge into one great organism in which 
righteousness shall be the foundation stone and brotherhoo 
the monument thereon. This will include all the Socialist 
claims as necessary for life's "Good", but at the same 
time it will be made real, supported and sustained by a 
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J divine spiritual power expressed only through the church 
!I 
I 
I 
I 
in vision, love and faith. 
2. The Social Creeds of the Churches. 
Since the World War the church has had a new vision 
of her mission to mankind. While much of the criticism 
of the socialist is largely true, it is not all pertinent 
to the present hour. Great strides are being made by the 
great religious bodies to meet the needs of this genera-
tion. The church has gone beyond the institutional 
church in trying to reach the masses. She is placing 
men of social vision in strategic places so as to apply 
in a practical sense, the teachings of Jesus to life. 
In the rural, as well as the city sections of our country, 
the chief appeal is being made along lines of social 
righteousness. 
This new emphasis by the church on the need of social 
righteousness, has found expression in national and inter-
national statements, and accepted as the Social Creeds of 
the Churches. These creeds are appended hereto. In this 
there is no uncertain note, of the church's interest in 
every phase of life. They reveal explicitly that the 
gospel given to the church by Jesus Christ is a gospel of 
good news. It has for its purpose the alienation of ever~ 
factor in life that hinders the development of personalit 
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or that robs life of its true and legitimate inheritance. 
These social creeds of the church show that she 
stands for the sacredne~s of life at every point in the 
social scale. No program of the socialist can supersede 
them. This is especially true as revealed in the social 
creed adopted by the Na tional Council of the Congregation 
Churches of the United States, October 24, 1925. 
The social creed of the Federal Council of Churches 
in American was first adopted in 1912, and was later 
ratified by the Council in 1916 at St. Louis. At a 
special meeting held in Cleveland, Ohio, May 6-8, 1919, t t 
creed was reaffirmed. It is far reaching in its interest 
in life, and seeks to eliminate every obstacle in the 
way of human personality. 
-~~==-=-~===========================================----
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SUMMARY ON SOCIALISM. 
In the study of conditions in society, it is found 
that there . is a great unrest amidst the masses of every 
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stage in life. An unrest so real that it finds expression 
~ I !I ::::: :::::al 0::::~ that are in danger of undoing the 
I 
I 
This unrest is not a blind, open rebelliop aga inst 
authority or order, but a struggle of the soul of the 
race for its inalienable rights, such as are natural to 
its development, enlightenment and happiness. Socialism 
is the name given to this movement that champions the 
reason for this unrest and struggle. 
It has been shown that socialism as · a movement is a 
natural desire on the part of men in all walks of life for 
the overthrow of the present social system which is 
capitalist, ~mchristian and opposed to every principle of 
brotherhood. It is a struggle of the ages, but is more 
acute today than ever because its followers include men 
of all walks of life, even of the capitalistic class 
itself, its age-long enemy. Not only so, but in every 
nation Socialism as a mighty movement is intrenched. 
Especially wherever men toil for the leisure and super-
fluous luxury of others. 
It is found that Socialism's chief field of struggle 
·=== ~=,dl=~-=-
II 
.I 
~ 
75 
!I 
It was 
I 
I 
in the economic realm of society. This economic 
.
i 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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condition against which the socialist objects, makes life 
unbearable and untenable for those features of personality 
which is the inheritance of every child. 
This economic struggle has created very decided 
class division. This class division destroys brotherhood 
and cooperation in the development of the "common good•, 
and deprives certain classes from all possibility of en-
1
1 
j eying these blessings or their children after them, as 
II 
I 
I 
things are now constituted. 
The socialist claims that the only salvation is the 
overthrow of the present social order. and the creation 
of a new order in which the cooperative system of life 
will predominate. 
In the spiritual interpretation of socialism there i 
found grounds for their claim. That is there can be no 
salvation for man by himself unless it be possible for al] . 
Definition of Socialism. 
A short definition of socialism is that it is a 
scientific application of democratic control of socially 
necessary industries, as well as public ownership. There 
fore its main objective is to change the present economic 
conditions, do away with class domination in society, and 
II 
II 
ll 
I 
the principles that make this possible. 
Philosophy of Socialism. 
It is found that the modern socialist ideal is a 
social state free from all forms of class dominat~on, 
thereby removing poverty, crime, and vice. 
As a movement socialism is a class movement, having 
for its aim emancipation of the proletariat. Though 
there are many in its ranks that are not proletarians. 
It is a criticism of society as now formed, giving 
a theory of solution. A movement for collection owner-
ship and control of principal a gencies of production. 
Absence of exploitation and a complete control of all 
powers of the state for the good of all. 
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Socialists are divided as to the extent of collective 
ownership. The majority favor that all necessary or 
principal means of production and distribution should be 
owned by the collectivity. Also all means of transportati n 
and communication, as well as all extractive industries, 
such as mining, lumbering , and all public services now 
controlled by corporations. They would also include all 
manufacturing under the collective system. They would 
not hinder voluntary cooperation production, so long as 
exploitation is eliminated. 
In the theory of surplus value, it was found that the 
- ~= ~==== 
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I 
I time required for a worker to produce his wage is much 
I 
1 less than the time for which he was hired by the payment 
! 
I 
I 
of these wages. It is the difference of necessary labor 
and surplus labor in a given product. This surplus is 
pure revenue and profit. 
It has been shown that the whole movement of 
socialism is opposed to class distinction which is the 
basis for •class struggle". Society has two classes. 
the upper and the lower, usually termed the •capitalistic 
class and the "laboring" class. These two classes go 
forth with hand and brain each warring against the other. 
The capitalist seeks to hold control while the worker 
seeks to wrest it from him. This class struggle find·s 
expression in every avenue of life, socially, economicall 
and religiously. It disrupts rather than builds up, the 
social structure, hence the socialist is determined to 
destroy its possibility through organization of all 
forces, and creating a new social order on the basis of 
cooperation. 
In the economic interpretation of history, it was 
disclosed that the economic factors in any age of history 
determined the influences that molded the political, 
social, intellectual and ethical relationship and status 
of that age or epoch. This does not imply that all 
==~====~=-i=. - ~--~ 
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I 
!I I' history can be explained in economic terms alone, but 
nevertheless the economic factors are usually the preemi-
nent influences on life socially. This is illustrated in 
our own nation by the causes of the Revolutionary War wit~ 
England. 
Socialist Indictment of the Present Order. 
In the socialist indictment of the present order, it 
was discovered that they are not opposed to the capitalis~ 
as such, but the system that exists under it as now 
constituted. They do f eel profoundly, that the capitalist 
is failing to properly utilize the production forces undeJ 
h i s command. This they have proven by showing that 
thousands of men are engaged in producing non-essential 
luxuries, also the vast number of unnecessary servants, 
factories, offices, salesmen, purchasing agents, duplica-
tion of farm building , methods of marketing, and ma~hineri· 
Then again the natural resources of the country are waste 
at an enormous rate. Such as gas, coal, lumber, water 
power, and copper, because their conservation would 
i nterfere with dividends. 
The socialist declares that the largest avenues of 
waste is through methods of distribution of commodities, 
such as advertising, mailing , newspaperTadver tising, and 
11 all the labor connected therewith. This runs into billions ~---~0 
I 
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of waste per year. 
Then again other lines of waste which the socialist 
indicts of the present order, reveals the duplication of 
transportation, waste by disease, unemployment, industrial 
accidents, unfavorable living conditions, as well as work-
ing conditions. This latte~ leads to loss of health as 
well as moral decline. 
The profit motive has caused untold suffering by 
strikes, low wages, exhaustion through overwork, abuse of 
the laborer through control of the courts, and breeding 
immorality through low wages forced upon employees. 
The socialist is right in declaring that business is 
run under the capitalistic system for profit, irrespective 
of quality of goods, cost of labor, and service rendered 
for its production. Business is supreme over life and 
brotherhood. 
Economic Reason for the Progress of Socialism. 
The economic reason for the progress of socialism is 
not poverty, but capitalism. Its great combines, its 
power to produce by collective production has but illus-
trated to the worker what could be done in the way of 
collective ownership for the good of all instead of for 
the rew as at present. 
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Socialism and War. 
Socialism has constantly declared itself against war 
II 
!1 as an inhuman act of man against his fellow man. The 
II ~ 
spirit of war, they say. is propagated by the capitalist 
as a means of enriching their coffers at the loss of hurr1an 
life. It is a waste of life, materials and labor. says 
the socialist t~ · therefore he openly declares against it 
even if it means imprisonment. On the other hand the 
socialist accuses, and that rightly, that the church and 
its leaders are but the tools of governments for helping 
on wars. This is amply proven by the large part the 
church played in the great World War. 
Socialism and Service Motive and Good Will. 
Socialism claims recognition as having for its ob-
jectives the control of the necessary productive element~ 
in society for the service of man in general and not for 
the individual. That money is only an agency of exchange 
for life, happiness, and not a motive in itself for com-
petition in life. To make life beautiful and happy for 
all is the only purpose of business. 
Therefore the spirit of ~Good Will" that lies in the 
heart of the race will express itself in every channel of 
tbe social relationships. This will embrace children, 
mothers, and the less fortunate in life. 
====~~-~~---~=~-
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It has been shown that the Socialist is at heart a 
spiritual being. Even the name Socialist, rightly defined 
means brotherhood through mu£ual helpfulness. This is 
already proven, as has been stated in preceding chapters, 
by the fact that this movement is international in scope, 
and men of all walks of life are united in one common 
purpose; a world brotherhood. 
They declare that the reason why they do not counten-
ance Christianity as now proclaimed by the church, is that 
it does not seem to the outsider to be interested in their 
particular problems. This was proven, they said, by the 
fact that the church was governed by capitalists. Whateve ,r-
of truth or falsehood there may be in this, the criticism 
shows that at heart the socialist is seeking to interpret 
life in spiritual values. He looks for the day when life 
will be spiritualized in every relationship. 
It is conceded that the Socialist is looking for the 
spiritualization of life by a process of mutual interest 
which is only the outward manifestation of real spiritual-
ity. To be supremely spiritual the individual must be 
linked up with the eternal God. Thus his life ought to 
react in spiritual values. 
------~=If========================~=~== 
II =~=======i-== 
I 8 
SUrum~RY ON THE CHURCH. 
Social Message of Hebrew Prophets and Early Church. 
The church as an institution for propagating spiritua 
factors in life, it was discovered, must be vitally inter-
ested in life socially. Her early leaders in Judaistic 
history were all teachers of righteousness along purely 
social lines. The message of Jesus and the Apostles was 
1 social and righteous. 
I 
"Do unto others as ye would that 
they should do unto you" was their theme. Jesus taught 
I world brotherhood in the story of the Good Samaritan, ~~d 
I as the founder of the church his command was •to go out to 
l
i the highways and byways of life and minister to the needs 
j of men "• This was to be the church's mission in the world 
1 and to create a great world brotherhood. 
However the church seems to have lost in part this 
viewpoint of Christianity. She places emphasis on dogma 
and creeds rather than upon brotherhood and equality of 
opportunity, and a fair chance in life's struggle. 
Relation of the Church to Humanitarian Needs. 
Again it was shown that the church has exalted the 
priesthood of its leaders above the possibility of vital 
contact with humanity's social needs. As if the office 
of the priest or minister was too sacred for contact with 
life1 This attitude on the part of the church has separa-
classes until there _seems to be n --=~ 
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common ground of interest or helpfulness. Socialism has 
therefore, just ground in criticizing the church as in-
different and unchristian, and it refuses to be allured 
by the church's conception of Christianity, in many 
instances. 
The church has set up for herself a great ideal of 
world brotherhood. In some religious bodies this cannot 
be realized only in the remote future. This has led the 
socialist to feel that the church is impractical as a 
However, this is not true in the 
creeds. 
The Socialist criticizes the church further on the 
ground that the vast non-church going crowd are an eviden e 
of the church's failure. All her methods in the applica-
tion of her message are futile, inasmuch as they are 
superficial and not vital to life. 
The Socialist further declares that the institution 
church of this hour is only a faint attempt to solve the 
social question, and is a confession that the churches 
are ceasing to hold their own. 
And yet the masses are not hostile to Clrristianity o 
the church. The reason for their apathy toward the 
--~~=-== ==== 
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church, as found, is that the church does not stand for the 
religion of Jesus in all its significance. If the working 
man felt that the church touched his vital, every-day 
problems, he would either reject it or definitely embrace 
it. 
Prophetic Function of the Church. 
Another reason for the church's alienation from the 
working classes is that she selects her leaders from all 
walks of life, whereby they have nothing in comrr1on with 
the masses. Also she trains them along lines of theology, 
much of which is mystical and theoretical, and not 
relative to life's great social problems. 
Again the church has taken the stand that she has 
had a monopoly of all Christianity which might exist in 
the world. She has been slow to learn that God is not 
confined to her organization for the redemption of the 
world. Peter had to learn the lesson "God is no respecter 
of persons or places". The church has forgotten that fact 
However there have been a few outstanding experiences 
within the church that has brought her message and spirit 
within reach of the masses: the Wesleyan Movement and 
:I I that of William Booth. 
1 to life's vital needs. 
These prove that she can minister 
\ 
! The church exists for personality and not for an end 
II 
I 
I 
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in itself. Creeds, rituals, scriptures, all are instru-
ments for the good of persons, and not to bolster up and 
perpetuate institutions. Therefore the church must re-
generate all institutions, the industrial, the economic, 
and political, for these are vital to her life and work. 
She must stand as the champion of social justice. In 
true prophetic tones she must again teach. "Ttle Lord hat 
shewed thee what is good and what doth the Lord require o£ 
thee, 0 Man, but to do justly". The Christian Apostle, 
learning from her Lord, taught "Whatsoever things are 
just, think on these thines". 
The church of today, ~n order to meet her task in 
life, needs a real vision of the spiritual .significance o 
her mission. Nothing but a spiritual application of her 
message undet trained le~ders to every phase of life will 
¥rin the world. The church has a superna tural religion. 
It is this supernatural pov1er that guarantees her sudcess 
if properly used. Christ her Lord is her real leader. 
His purpose is to transform humanity from poverty , misery, 
inequality, into one great family of happy, joyful, con-
tented race, vrhere even "righteousness shall be written o 
the bells of the horses". 
===-==~~ ~~-~ 
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CONCLUSION. 
1
1 
In the analysis of the spirit of Socialism and the 
I Christian church, showing their converging and diverging 
I 
' 
factors, it is revealed that Socialism is a movement of 
individuals of all classes from every walk of life, 
seeking to bring to pass a condition in society wherein 
all the race will have a full share of life's blessing 
and opportunities. It is felt that Socialism has some 
grounds in condemning the present social order, as unjust 
because it makes for class distinction, which is in oppo-
sition of the real spirit of a Christian democracy. 
Also that the principle of human equality cannot exist 
under a capitalistic system where selfishness and greed 
predominate. That the only salvation is a new social 
order built on the principle of cooperative ownership. 
This cooperative ownership must not be based on an 
arbitrary rule of communistic principles, but upon a 
redeemed personality whose whole existence can only of 
necessity, be expressed in terms of brotherliness. 
It would seem that the indictment of capitalism 
made by the Socialist is just according to facts in 
eocistence; that poverty, crime, hatred, war, waste and 
destruction •of life at every point is largely due to the 
spirit of "class struggle" under the present system. 
I 
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Further it is feared that the church of God has side-
stepped her mission in part, and is now. in large measure, 
the tool of the predominating power in society; that if 
she will change her attitude and fulfill her original 
mission in life, capitalism as now constituted, will be 
overthrown; that the spirit back of the Socialist movement 
will be found to be exactly the spirit of the Christian 
Church when spiritually defined in the Gold Rule - "Do 
unto others as ye would they should do unto you••. It 
further declared that the church is God• s special agency 
for the spiritualization of life at every angle; that her 
message has back of it a supernatural power when properly 
applied to life, and will unite the race in one great 
brotherhood, redeemed by the Saviour of men from every 
demoralizing and degrading power. Therefore Socialism in 
heart and in soul is waiting for the Christian Church to 
lead on in the redemption of mankind. 
In answer to this universal appeal the church is 
declaring herself along various lines of activity, such 
as the community :progr&~; the federation of all churches 
into a great unit for the uplift of the race. The 
division of missionary enterprises for efficiency, as wel 
as the declarations of the social creeds as shown herewit , 
is evidence that the church is struggling to fill her 
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mission at the present hour. The present movement to 
educate leaders in every walk in life for the practidal 
, application of the Christian religion, is evidence that 
II 
II 
the church is consecrated to her divine task, a~d augurs 
well for a new day in which righteousness and consequentl 
II 
il 
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brotherhood, will be realized. Therefore the church is 
still leading in the great interest of the race. Under 
' the leadership of God she will laad the world to a 
brotherhood created and sustained by her great Captain, 
Jesus Christ. 
A STATEMENT 
of 
SOCIAL IDEALS 
Adopted by 
THE NATIONAL CouNCIL of the 
CoNGREGATIONAL CHuRcHEs 
of the UNITED STATES 
OcTOBER 24, 1925 
W E BELIEVE in making the social and spiritual ideals of Jesus our test for 
community as well as for individual life; 
in strengthening and deepening the inner 
personal relationship of the individual with 
God, and recognizing his obligation and 
duty to society. This is crystallized in the 
two commandments of Jesus: "Love th.v 
God and love thy neighbor." We believe 
this pattern ideal for a Christian social 
order involves the recognition of the sa-
credness of life, the supreme worth of each 
single personality, and our common mem-
bership in one another the brotherhood 
of all. In short, it means creative activity 
in cooperation with our fellow human be-
ings, and with God, in the everyday life 
of society and in the development of a new 
and better world social order. Translat-
ing this ideal 
I. Into Education mean&: 
(1) The building of a social order in 
which every child has the best oppor-
tunity for development. 
(2) Adequate and equal educational op-
portunity for all, with the possibility 
of extended training for those com-
petent. 
(3) A thorough and scientific program of 
religious and secular education de-
signed to Christianize everyday life 
and conduct. 
( 4) Conservation of health, including care-
ful instruction in sex hygiene and 
home building, abundant and whole-
some recreation facilities, and e·duca-
tion for leisure, including a nation-
wide system of, adult education. 
(5) Insistence on constitutional rights and 
duties, including freedom of speech, 
of the press, and of peaceable as-
semblage. 
(6) Constructive education and Christian 
care of dependents, defectives, and 
delinquents, in order to restore them 
to normal life whenever possible, with 
kindly segregation for those who are 
hopelessly feeble-minded. (This means 
that such institutions as the jails, 
prisons, and orphan asylums should 
be so conducted as to be genuine cen-
ters for education and health.) 
(7) A scientifically planned program of in-
ternational education promoting peace 
and good-will and exposing the evils 
of war, intoxicants, illiteracy, and 
other social sins. 
II. Into lnduatry and Economic Rela-
tionship• means: 
( 1) A reciprocity of service that group 
interests, whether of labor or capital, 
must always be integrated with the 
welfare of society as a whole, and 
that society in its turn must insure 
justice to each group. 
(2) A frank abandonment of all efforts 
to secure something for nothing, and 
recognition that all ownership is a so-
cial trust involving Christian admin-
istration for the good of all and that 
the unlimited exercise of the right of 
private ownership is socially undesir-
able. 
(3) Abolishing child labor and establish-
ing standards for the employment of 
minors which will insure maximum 
-physical, intellectual and moral de-
velopment. 
( 4) Freedom from employment one day in 
seven, the eight-hour day as the 
present maximum for all industrial 
workers. 
(5) Providing safe and sanitary industrial 
conditions especially protecting wom-
en; adequate accident, sickness, and 
unemployment insurance, together 
with suitable provision for old age. 
(6) An effective national system of pub-
lic employment bureaus to make pos-
sible the proper distribution of the 
labor forces of America. 
(7) That the first charge upon industry 
should be a minimum comfort wage 
and that all labor should ~ive an 
honest day's work for an honest day's 
pay. 
(8) Adequate provision for impartial in-
vestigation and publicity, conciliation 
and arbitration in industrial disputes. 
(9) The right of labor to organize with 
representatives of its own choosing 
and, where able, to share in the man-
agement of industrial relations. 
(10) Encouragement of the organization of 
consumers' cooperatives for the more 
equitable distribution of the essentials 
of life. 
(11) The supremacy of the service, rather 
than the profit motive in the acquisi-
tion and use of property on the part 
of both labor and capital, and the 
most equitable division of the product 
of industry that can be devised. 
Ill. Into A~triculture means: 
(1) That the farmer shall have access to 
the land he works, on such terms as 
will ensure him personal freedom and 
economic encouragement, while soci-
ety is amply protected by efficient 
production and conservation of fer-
tility. 
(2) That the cost of market distribution 
from farmer to consumer shall be cut 
to the lowest possible terms, both 
farmers and consumers sharing in 
these economies. 
(3) That there shall be every encourage-
ment to the organization of farmers 
for economic ends, particularly for co-
operative sales and purchases. 
( 4) That an efficient system of both vo-
cational and general education of 
youths and adults living on farms 
shall be available. 
( 5) That special efforts shall be made to 
ensure the farmer adequate social in-
stitutions, including ·the church, the 
school, the library, means of recrea-
tion, good local government, and par-
ticularly the best possible farm home. 
(6) That there shall be a widespread de-
velopment of organized rural com-
munities, thoroughly democratic, com-
pletely cooperative, and possessed 
with the spirit of the common welfare. 
(7) That there shall be the fullest meas-
ure of friendly reciprocal cooperation 
between the rural and city workers. 
IV Into Racial Relation• 
(1) The practice of the American prin-
ciple of the same protection a:nd rights 
for all races who share our common 
life. · 
(2) The elimination of racial discrimina-
tion, and substitution of full brotherly 
treatment for all races in America. 
(3) The fullest cooperation between the 
churches of various races, even though 
of different denominations. 
(4) Educational and social equipment for 
the special needs of immigrants, with 
government information bureaus. 
V Into International Relation• 
mean•: 
(1) The removal of every unjust barrier 
of trade, color, creed, and race, and 
the practice of equal justice for all 
nations. 
(2) The administration of the property 
and privileges within each country so 
that they will be of the greatest bene-
fit not only to that nation but to all 
the world. 
(3) Discouragement of all propaganda 
tending to mislead peoples in their in-
ternational relations or to create prej-
udice. • 
( 4) The replacement of selfish imperial-
ism by such disinterested treatment 
of backward nations as to contribute 
the maximum to the welfare of each 
nation and of all the world. 
( 5) The abolition of military armaments 
by all nations except for an internal 
police force. 
(6) That the church of Christ as an in-
stitution should not be used as an 
instrument or an agency in the sup-
port of war. 
(7) A permanent association of the na-
tions for world peace and good-will, 
the outlawry of war, and the settling 
of all differences between nations by 
conference, arbitration, or by an in-
ternational court. 
WE BELIEVE it is the duty of every 
church to investigate local moral and 
economic conditions as well as to know 
world needs. We believe that it is only 
as our churches themselves follow the ex-
ample and spirit of Jesus in the fullest 
sense-translating these social ideals into 
the daily life of the church and the com-
munity-that we can ever hope to build 
the Kingdom of God on earth. 
These affirmations we make as Christians 
and loyal citizens of our beloved country. 
We present them as an expression of our 
faith and patriotism. We urge upon all 
our citizens the support of our cherished 
institutions, faithfulness at the ballot, re-
spect for law, and loyal support of its ad-
ministrators. We believe that our country 
can and will make a great contribution to 
the realization of Christian ideals through-
out the world. 
Copies of this statement may be secured 
from the Commission on Social Relations, 
Room 506, 14 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 
$0.50 for 50 copies 
$0.75 for 100 copies 
$7.00 for 1000 copies 
postpaid. 
·' 
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